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Table 2.3  n  Race and Sex of Victim and Offender, 2012

Race of Offender Sex of Offender

Total White Black Other Unknown Male Female Unknown

Race of victim

White 3,128 2,614 431 36 47 2,800 281 47

Black 2,648 193 2,412 12 31 2,366 251 31

Other race 183 42 36 103 2 168 13 2

Unknown 
race

59 26 17 1 15 41 3 15

Sex of victim

Male 4,208 1,804 2,257 85 62 3,725 421 62

Female 1,751 1,045 622 66 18 1,609 124 18

Unknown 
sex

59 26 17 1 15 41 3 15

Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation. (2012). Table 6, Crime in the United States 2012. 

Note: This table is based on incidents in which some information about the offender is known by law enforcement; therefore, 
when the offender age, sex, and race are all reported as unknown, these data are excluded from the table. 

Gender, Race, and Hispanic Origin:  
Characteristics of Violent Crime

One important finding from the NCVS is that the characteristics of violent crime are not 
uniform in the population. For example, the relationship between the victim and offender 
varies by the gender of the victim. In 2010, about half (48%) of all nonfatal violent victim-
izations against males were committed by a stranger (these estimates were not provided in 
the 2011 or 2012 reports).49 In contrast, during the same period, 30% of all nonfatal vio-
lent victimizations against females were committed by a stranger. Unlike males, females are 
more likely to be violently victimized by someone they know. Victim-offender relationship 
differs for males and females for the individual types of crime as well. In 2010, for example, 
a stranger committed 72% of robberies against male victims and 53% of robberies against 
female victims.50 Twenty-five percent of rapes and sexual assaults against a female were com-
mitted by a stranger.51 In contrast, 8% of rapes and sexual assaults against males were per-
petrated by a stranger.52 While these estimates are not as current as some others presented, 
recall that the characteristics of crime generally fail to change year to year.

In 2008, strangers were more likely to violently victimize blacks (62%) compared 
with whites (48%).53 The difference between stranger and non-stranger violence was less 
pronounced for males: 62% of white males and 65% of black males were victimized by a 
stranger.54 In contrast, white females faced a violent stranger in 30% of victimizations, while 
black females were victimized by a stranger 59% of the time.55 Similarly, a higher percentage 
of Hispanics (44%) compared with non-Hispanics (35%) were victimized by a stranger.56

Research using NCVS data also shows that little nonfatal violence is committed by an 
armed offender: 22% of all nonfatal violence involved an armed offender in 2010. In the same 




